
Rookie Oogie Oogie
Tennis Apprentice Overview and Rookie Leagues Best Practices



What is Tennis 
Apprentice?



|

Tennis Apprentice is our beginner program

What’s in it for the CTA?

By exposing people to tennis, you will increase 
participation, memberships and competition in your 
area.

What do you need?

You will need to get a tennis facility to host the 
program, as well as a pro to teach the clinics. Since 
you are trying to locate NEW players, you can advertise 
anywhere and everywhere! Grocery stores, local gyms, 
malls, etc.

USTA Georgia will:

- Provide one racquet per player registered. When 
you have a list of participants, send it to us 
(Jotform) with your program dates and required 
information. Please allow at least 10 days to get the 
racquets to you.

- Once the new players are ready to join your local 
league, we will pay for their first year of USTA 
membership. If they already played USTA before or 
had a previous membership, they will not qualify for 
this benefit.
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Tennis Apprentice is an entry level program with the goal to find new tennis players in your area 
and ultimately bring them into USTA Leagues. Typically, the sessions are about 6 weeks long. 
Clinics are one night a week from 1 hour to 1½ hours.
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COST/BENEFIT
USTA caps the beginner program at $60 per player. 

Your cost will depend on the tennis pro and court fees at 
the facility. If the pro charges $80 per lesson, you will 
need at least 8 players to cover the cost – considering 
no court fees. If there are 10 players, you will have $120 
more to cover other costs, like court fees, promotional 
items or marketing materials.

You can also have follow-up programs with more drills 
and/or match play. There is no cap for follow-up 
programs.

For the player, this is a great benefit! They pay $60 and 
receive 6 weeks of instruction, a new racquet, a USTA 
hat and their first USTA membership.
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Added Value to USTA Membership
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Promo code to receive 

$44 off a qualifying 

purchase of $100 or more.

Promo code to receive a USTA 

promotional clothing item. No 

purchase necessary. Shipping 

charges apply.

Promo code to receive 

$45 off a qualifying 

purchase of $100 or more.

http://t.accounts.usta.com/r/?id=hfc6dd72,52629d6,5262f4a&e=cDE9RFIxMDUzMjhGNDYzRDAy&s=-9CGDAJ3LR_FfWkyMk76VpGMw902p0MVKq_rDzMYCU0


|

I’m in! What do I need to do?
Program Information

The first step is to submit a form including your 
program information (start date, marketing materials, 
how much you are charging). Most importantly, we 
need the list of participants.

Participant Information

Since we are offering to pay for their first USTA 
membership, we will need their profile information to 
create their USTA account and subsequently purchase 
the membership. The best practice is to collect their 
information at the time of registration: Name, Address, 
Date of Birth, Gender, Phone Number, Email address. 
The template spreadsheet is on our website.

One Database for the year

We receive the list of participants and add them to a 
CTA database. After the program is over and the 
player is ready to join a league, all you need to do is 
check the box requesting a membership and email us 
to let us know there is a pending request. 

This single database allows us and track who has done 
the program, who requested membership and who 
registered for a league (updated periodically). This is 
also a list of “low hanging fruit” players that local 
league coordinators can potentially get grouped into 
teams for a new league (adult, mixed, combo, flex).
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Player Database
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Ideas for Promoting Tennis Apprentice
New Tennis Apprentice Programs

• Events & Festivals in the area 
• Resources with Businesses
• Local Recreation Facilities i.e., YMCA
• Cross Promotion with other Sports (example: 5K race 

packets)
• Engage Teachers
• Realtor and Chamber Welcome Packets
• Next Door App
• Hospitals – Nurses and Doctors
• Banners in various places like City Center and other 

court locations
• Health Fairs
• Facebook/Instagram (social media)
• Tennis Ambassador
• Party to Promote and Bring a Friend
• Free League Fee
• Community – Church, Farmer’s Markets

Established Tennis Apprentice Programs

• Tennis Apprentice Coordinator
• Bring A Friend – BOGO
• Promote on CTA Website
• Offer TA as a gift to give
• Discount for 102 Program/Rookie League
• Social Media
• Spread the Word – Word of Mouth
• Testimonial of Current Participants
• Banners at nearby parks, facilities
• Yard Signs
• LLC – 2.5 flex leagues
• Eblast – Bring a Friend
• Email Existing player base
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2022 Tennis Apprentice in Georgia

Participants (757) Memberships (37%) Played in Leagues (79%) No Leagues (24%)
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2023 Tennis Apprentice in Georgia

Participants (981) Memberships (24%) Played in Leagues (71%) No Leagues (29%)
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Teachers Who Tennis
Special mixer event seeking to expose teachers to tennis and get 
them signed up for Tennis Apprentice

Participants receive:
• Free tennis lesson
• Racquet for drills (if they sign up for Tennis Apprentice they will go 

home with that racquet)
• Food and refreshments
• Special gift (water bottle)

CTA is responsible for:
• The pro and the courts
• Advertising and registration

USTA Georgia is responsible for:
• Food and refreshment cost
• Racquets
• Special Gift (water bottle)
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Rookie Leagues Best Practices
What is Rookie League?

● Rookie League is designed to provide beginner players an opportunity to play organized tennis matches in a 

non-threatening, fun atmosphere. 

Who is Rookie League for?

● Rookie League is an introduction to league play for the graduating Tennis Apprentice participants.

How often do you run Rookie League?

● A Rookie League can be run as often as you would like.

How is Rookie League formatted?

● Your CTA can format Rookie League to best fit the needs of your players and what your CTA can do. 
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Rookie Leagues Best Practices
What does it cost to run a Rookie League?

Rookie League is an excellent way to get league players involved with helping those interested in the game.  It 

can be totally volunteer ran!  Things to consider when budgeting for Rookie League would include:

• Volunteer Rewards (If your CTA does this)

• Court Fees at the facility you are running it at

• Tennis Balls – A new can for each court for each session (Just like league play)
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Rookie League Testimonials
JP Aguirre
It’s great that it’s a relaxed atmosphere that focuses on match play for people not quite ready to league play, not 
necessarily just skill wise but mentally as well. Playing league can be overwhelming if you don’t know how matches 
work and the majority of the rules within a match. Rookie league provides that bridge between skill-based lessons and 
actual league play while also introducing the camaraderie in the tennis community. Personally, I liked that it provided 
an organized setting to play structured tennis without people worrying about win/loss and their ratings lol. I wished it 
was more than once a week when I was in it.

Chance and Laura Knight
We both loved Rookie League and really felt like it was a great way to get our feet wet in tennis as we were both brand 
new to the game. Rookie League helped ease the transition into competitive tennis. I feel like one thing CORTA really 
does well is getting great coaches to get you excited about learning tennis. Also has the benefit of introducing you to 
people of your level so that finding teams is easier starting out, which can be a big hurdle otherwise.

Love Patel
The most beneficial thing was finding people to play with.  It gave me an opportunity to join a group of people who 
played tennis often. I also like that it was played in a professional like setting so I knew what it was going to be like to 
play in league matches.
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Questions?
Carolina Kaminski – kaminski@ustageorgia.com
Adult Programs & Ratings Coordinator

Susan Pierce – pierce@ustageorgia.com
USTA Members Services Coordinator
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